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Retranslation of Literary Text between Language Enrichment and a Wasteful Effort: A
Case Study of Retranslating “The Old Man and The Sea”
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ABSTRACT

This paper attempts to study the phenomenon of retranslating the same literary text into Arabic. It
examines different translations of one novel entitled: "The Old Man and the Sea" by American
novelist Ernest Hemingway. The paper focuses on one specific translation by Ali al-Qasimi. Despite
knowing the fact that the novel has been translated into Arabic more than twenty times by different
talented translators, Al-Qasimi carried out his translation task. The analysis has shown that Al-
Qasimi's work is considered as a wasteful effort that falls under mental and individual indulgence.
This is due to the lack of a proper Arabic national translation plan. Instead of wasting time on
retranslating literary texts, Arab world needs to intensify translators’ efforts from different Arab
countries to work together by coordinating and planning their works and efforts. Therefore, we need
to come out with clear guidelines to avoid redundancy and dissipation of energy and effort. It is
hoped that having a proper national translation plan will contribute significantly to the Arab
renaissance.
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- Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea, (London: Arrow Books Limited,
1993.
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