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Abstract

The study shows that there is a strong connection between speech production 

process and the development of Arabic L2 curricula. It shows that the process and 

mechanism of speech production may form important factors in improving the quality 

and suitability of Arabic L2 curricula and teaching materials, it suggests that ignoring 

these factors may negatively affect Arabic L2 learners’ ability to acquire the language. 

The current study aims at adopting psycholinguistic-based criteria to develop 

second language (L2) curricula and teaching materials. The study sheds light on the 

relationship between the human brain behavior on the one hand and the acquisition of L2 

and oral production of structures and vocabularies on the other. The study investigates the 

procedures in which the human brain produces speech as explained by Levelt (1989, and 

1999), and Harley (2001). The study also investigates the correlation between the 

explanatory theories of language development such as Pienemann(1999, and 2005) in 

language processability, and McLaughlin (1997) in language automaticity, and the 

production of L2, to suggestpsycholinguisticcriteria that L2 curricula developers and 

teachers may use to develop and design L2 curricula and teaching materials. 

Finally, the study recommends the use of the suggested psycholinguistic criteria in 

the development of Arabic L2 curricula and teaching materials, and encourages further 

experimental studies to investigate the benefit of implementing such criteria on the 

improvement of L2 learners’ proficiency. 

Key words: Criteria, curricula development, Arabic L2, psycholinguistics, second 

language acquisition. 
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