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Abstract

Abortion is considered one of the gravest sins in Islamic law, as it constitutes an unlawful
violation of a life that God has forbidden to be taken except for a just cause. Only cases of
compelling necessity are exempted from this ruling. The issue has gained increasing
prominence on the global stage, particularly with rising demands to legalize abortion without
restrictions, including within Muslim communities. Islamic jurisprudence, however, grants the
fetus absolute sanctity, recognizing it as a soul created by God, regardless of the circumstances
of conception, whether lawful or unlawful. Jurists have addressed the matter primarily in terms
of the fetus’s developmental stages rather than the legitimacy of the relationship from which
the pregnancy originated. Accordingly, this study addresses the question of whether abortion is
permissible under Islamic law in cases of pregnancies resulting from rape or illicit sexual
relations. This is especially relevant in Muslim societies where honor and chastity are held in
high regard, and where extramarital pregnancy is often perceived as a source of deep social
stigma and psychological distress for women and their families. The study aims to examine the
concept of abortion in light of both Islamic jurisprudence and modern medical perspectives. It
further seeks to identify the soundest legal opinion supported by evidence and aligned with the
objectives of Islamic law. The research adopts an inductive-analytical methodology by tracing
and analyzing juristic views, with the goal of extracting legal principles governing abortion
while accounting for its health and psychological dimensions. The findings indicate a scholarly
consensus on the prohibition of abortion after the soul has been breathed into the fetus, with
exceptions made only in cases of extreme necessity, such as when the mother’s life is at serious
risk. The study also shows that classical jurists did not distinguish between legitimate and
illegitimate pregnancies in their legal discussions on abortion. This suggests that their rulings
were based on the sanctity of the fetus itself rather than on the circumstances of its conception
or the nature of the parental relationship.

Keywords: abortion, Islamic surisprudence, sanctity of life, illicit pregnancy, rape and coercion.
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