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Abu Ubaidah Mu’ammar ibn al-Muthanna and His Doctrine in the
Fundamentals of Religion According to the Views of Scholars
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Abstract

This research aims to explore the doctrinal stance of Imam Abu Ubaidah Mua‘mmar ibn al-
Muthanna, an eminent scholar of Arabic literature and language, in matters of fundamental
Islamic beliefs. It investigates his possible affiliation with specific theological groups, the extent
to which his writings reflect their views, his defense of their doctrines, and his praise of their
figures. The study also presents the diverse opinions of scholars and historians regarding his
intellectual orientation. While some classified him among the Khawarij, others viewed him as
an Ibadi, a Shiite, or inclined toward the Mu‘tazila. The scholarly disagreement over his
doctrinal alignment appears to stem from two main factors: first, his strong Shu‘ubi (Populist)
tendencies, which led him to openly favor the Persians and express disdain for the Arabs, an
attitude reflected in some of his works; and second, his harsh criticism of his contemporaries.
The core research problem lies in determining the validity of these various attributions. Was
Abu Ubaidah truly aligned with any of these sects? And what evidence supports or refutes these
claims? In his study, the researcher relied on the descriptive analytical method, where the
researcher mentions the sayings of scholars about him, then analyzes these opinions and
deduces his doctrinal doctrine, The findings of this study show that Abu Ubaidah Mu‘ammar
ibn al-Muthanna was one of Basra’s foremost scholars during the second and third Islamic
centuries. His intellectual pursuits were extensive and multifaceted, and he is credited with
authoring nearly two hundred works that enriched the Arabic literary heritage. Despite this, his
contemporaries subjected him to sharp criticism, primarily due to his perceived Persian bias
and hostility toward Arabs. Consequently, views on his doctrinal affiliation remained divided:
some labeled him a Kharijite, others a Mu‘tazilite, Shiite, or Ibadi.

Keywords: Abu Ubaidah, Mu’ammar ibn al Muthanna, school of thought, the principles of
religion, opinions of scholars
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