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The Jurisprudential Impact of Indirect Breastfeeding
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Abstract

Marriage in Islamic law is governed by specific principles and regulations, one of which is the
prohibition of marriage due to breastfeeding. This is because breastfeeding contributes to the
nourishment of the flesh and the formation of bones. There are two forms of breastfeeding:
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direct—when the infant suckles from the breast of the nursing woman—and indirect—when
the milk reaches the infant's stomach through other means, regardless of how it reaches there.
The issue explored in this research arises from the inconsistency in fatwas (Islamic legal
opinions) resulting from the scholarly disagreement on the ruling of indirect breastfeeding. One
of the primary goals of this study is to clarify the jurisprudential implications of milk reaching
an infant’s stomach through indirect means. To achieve this, the researcher adopted an inductive
and analytical approach to examine the rulings related to indirect breastfeeding, utilizing both
classical and contemporary scholarly writings. Quranic verses were referenced, and Hadiths
were authenticated unless they appeared in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, in which
case their presence there was deemed sufficient. Due to space limitations, scholars mentioned
in the sources were not discussed in detail. Among the key findings of this research is that there
is no difference in the prohibition of marriage due to breastfeeding, whether it occurs directly
or indirectly. The determining factor is the source of the milk and its arrival in the infant’s
stomach. The study also concludes that breastfeeding is a right of the mother, and she may be
compelled to nurse if no alternative is available. However, she is not entitled to compensation
for it unless she is divorced. The prohibition due to breastfeeding applies whether the woman
is alive or dead, provided the conditions for the prohibitive breastfeeding are met.

Keywords: jurisprudential, impact, indirect, breastfeeding
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