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Imam Sufyan Al-Thawri: His Methodology in Narration, Tadlis
(Concealment in Narration), and Irsal (Omission of a Link in the Chain of
Narration): A Descriptive And Analytical Study
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Abstract

God Almighty has prepared for this nation, in every era, those among the preservers of hadith
and its elite scholars who protect the sanctity of the noble Sunnah. At the forefront of these are
the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him), followed by the Successors (7abi ‘in), and
those who followed them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment. They exerted their utmost
efforts in serving the noble Sunnah. Among them is the Commander of the Faithful in Hadith,
the Imam of jurisprudence, asceticism, and piety: Sufyan ibn Sa'id At-Thawri. This research
aims to bring this great Imam closer to the people, introduce him, clarify his methodology in
narration — in both reception (tazammul) and transmission (ada’) — and explain the ruling on
his tadlis (concealment in narration) and irsal (omission of a link in the chain of narration). The
problem addressed in this research lies in the fact that most Muslims, and many students of
knowledge, are unaware of the stature of this Imam, his efforts in the science of hadith, his
methodology in narration (reception and transmission), and the ruling on his tadlis and irsal.
The researcher has adopted the inductive method to trace the life of this Imam, collect
information about his life, his pursuit of knowledge, his teachers and students, those from whom
he refrained from narrating, and those he lived during the same period with but did not hear
from, as well as those whose narrations from him are the most reliable. Then, the researcher
followed the analytical and deductive method to analyse this information and extract the precise
scientific methodology of this eminent scholar, and to evaluate his tadlis and irsal. Through this
research, and in light of its problem and objectives, the researcher has reached several
conclusions, including: Sufyan At-Thawri was one of those who combined jurisprudence and
hadith, knowledge and practice, worship and asceticism, and avoided who were weak or
deemed unreliable. He combined leadership in the Sunnah with leadership in hadith; meaning
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he was a follower of the Sunnah, practicing it, and knowledgeable in hadith. This was how ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Mahdi described him. He reached the level of absolute ijtihad; he was not a
blind follower of anyone, but rather a continuation of the school of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (may
God be pleased with him). He held moderate juristic views, and his jurisprudential approach
was based on ease coupled with strong evidence. One of his sayings was: “True knowledge, in
our view, is a concession from a trustworthy scholar. As for strictness, anyone can do that.” He
was among the meticulous and precise preservers of hadith, earning the title "'Amir al-
Mu’minin in Hadith" “Commander of the Faithful in Hadith.” He had a precise scientific
methodology in narration, both in reception and transmission. He deemed it permissible to
narrate hadith by meaning, and he himself did so. Despite his high status, he was described as
a mudallis (one who practices tadlis), but he belonged to the second category of mudallisin,
whose tadlis was tolerated by scholars due to its rarity and the high status of its practitioners.
His mursal narrations are weak, like the rest of the mursal narrations of those in his generation,
as he belonged to the generation of the followers of the successors (tabi ‘ al-tabi ‘in).

Keywords: Sufyan At-Thawri, methodology, narration, Thawri’s tadlis , Thawri’s marasil
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