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Abstract

The grammatical agent (al- ‘amil al-i ‘rabi) plays a significant and undeniable role in conveying
meaning, a feature that is almost unique to the Arabic language. It serves a fundamental function
in constructing meaning by defining syntactic relationships between words, directly influencing
the clarity of meaning and guiding comprehension. Through this mechanism, precise meanings
of texts are established, and connections between parts of speech are revealed, especially in
Qur’anic texts, which rely heavily on lexical precision to convey intended meanings. This agent
manifests in various forms, including, but not limited to, initiation (ibtida’), verbs, syntactic
concord (ittiba‘), genitive constructions (idafah), prepositions, the verb kana and its sisters,
inna and its sisters, among others. This study aims to clarify the concept of the grammatical
agent and highlight its semantic implications by uncovering the close relationship between
syntax and meaning in Surah al-Tahrim. It also seeks to identify and analyze the types of
grammatical agents present in the surah, emphasizing their role in directing and elucidating
meaning to support a deeper understanding of the Qur’anic text from syntactic and semantic
perspectives. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, tracing the manifestations of
grammatical agents in the surah and consulting various exegeses to compare and select the most
appropriate interpretations. Among the key findings is that grammatical agents are numerous
and diverse, that they serve to guide and clarify meaning, and that despite their significance,
they can sometimes be omitted due to their implicit understanding. The study recommends the
application of this theory in the analysis of various texts and calls for an end to disputes over it
in favor of scholarly tolerance, viewing the diversity of opinions not as a source of conflict but
as a means of enriching the field of Arabic grammar.

Keywords: grammaticalagent, semantic effect, strat al-Tahrim, verb, initiation, syntactic
agreement
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